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Rabbi Avraham Greenbaum Shlit”a, is famous for the 
kiruv institutions he founded.  He founded high school 
yeshivos, in which a signi�cant portion of their 
graduates glorify the benches of prestigious yeshivos.  
The dedicated and quality staff there does their utmost 
to bring out the best in their students.  
One of them is Rabbi David Nolis Shlit”a, a mechanech 
and gemara teacher at a high school yeshiva in the north 
of Eretz Yisrael.  
At the beginning of that year, תש"פ, the yeshiva staff sat 
down and evaluated who would be the 
students who they will succeed in getting them into 
yeshivos.  It was important to prepare in advance, and 
invest in preparing the students for this transition.  
There were also some students that had but a very slim 
chance that they will eventually reach the four walls of 
a yeshivah.   
Moshe, unfortunately, did not appear on this list at all.  
He was, unfortunately, far away from there as a rainbow 
...
תלכו" בחוקותי   The Zera Shimshon quotes the "אם 
Midrash.  Dovid Hamelech said  in Tehillim, “חשבתי "דרכי 
עדוותיך אל  רגלי   I considered my ways, and-ואשיבה 
returned my feet to Your mitzvos.
The Midrash says that David Hamelech said, “Ribono 
Shel Olam!  Every day I would plan that I am going to go 
to a certain place, and my feet would bring me to shuls 
and batei medrash.”  
The Zera Shimshon gives us an advice for life, according 
to the approach of Dovid Hamelech.  The passuk says in 
Mishlei, “יכנו דרכיך  וכל  רגליך  מעגל   Weigh the-”פלס 
course of your feet, and all your ways will be 
established.  
This is his advice: When you think and consider the 
better way you should go to do Hashem’s will, and your 
intentions will be leshem shamayim, then the passuk 
יכנו“ דרכיך   ”and all your ways will be established-וכל 
will be ful�lled through you.  For when a person comes 
with proper intentions and wants to purify himself, 
Hashem will help him.
And even if the better choice will not enter your mind, 
you will receive Siyata Dishmaya that the good will come 
in your hand.  
On the same vein, the Zera Shimshon adds that there 
are many who aspire to things that are unattainable for 
them, such as wealth, and they spend their entire life 
feeling sad that they did not attain the wealth they so 
desired. 
In the words of the Zera Shimshon, "There is sorrow for 
this man who all his plans and desires have vanished, 
meaning that nothing has come of his strategies to 
achieve that which he wanted, like the passuk says, “כל 
 All the ways of a man are pure in his - דרכי איש זך בעיניו
eyes.”
He thinks of certain approaches and moves that are in 
his favor, and they fail.
But the simple advice, according to the Zera Shimshon, 
is to follow the words of the passuk in Mishlei:

מחשבותיך" ויכונו  מעשיך  ד'  אל   Turn your actions-"גול 
towards Hashem, and your thoughts will be set aright." 
If a person intentions are leshem shamayim, Hashem will 
make sure that the only thoughts and desires that come 
into his head, will be the ones that are attainable, and he 
will succeed without any disappointments.  
But let's not get ahead of ourselves.
 was a very challenging year for educators in תפ"פ
general. 
The coronavirus pandemic broke out and disrupted the 
entire world.  Distance learning
and maintaining contact with the students posed a 
challenge.  But Reb Dovid stood up to the challenge with 
strength and success.  Moshe, (a �ctitious name), as 
stated, was a student at the bottom of the list and below 
in terms of talent.  If the class’ average test score was 
seventy, the average of Moshe was forty and below, in 
limudei kodesh, like the study of Gemara, and in contrast, 
in secular subjects, like English and math.  
So Reb Dovid was surprised and even laughed in his 
heart when his talmid Moshe called him during the 
corona lockdown, and told Reb Dovid that he took upon 
himself to study Masechta Brachos by himself.  Reb 
Dovid encouraged and supported Moshe, but before his 
eyes the many hours passed
that he invested in Moshe, to explain to him a simple 
question of Tosfos on the perek of הכונוס.
And a�er much toil, Moses seemed to understand, but 
a
er a few minutes he forgot everything, and had to 
explain it to him from the beginning ...
Learning in a shiur in the classroom was above Moshe's 
skills.   
Everyone was sure that he will never be able to make it 
to yeshiva, where they study Torah an entire day.  He 
was not even able to learn an amud of Gemara, and to 
learn Masechta Brachos by himself?  
Reb Dovid did not understand what was going on here, 
but he kept his thoughts in his heart.
מצוותי" ואת   And you shall keep My תשמרו 
commandments," explains the Rabbi Zera Shimshon in 
our Parsha:
 "And his father guarded the matter "ואביו שמר את הדבר"
- that out of your love, you will hurry to go towards the 
mitzvos and to pursue them, so surely: "ועשיתם אותם," 
you will do them, since זריזות brings one to נקיות.
The corona year �nished.  Reb Dovid continued with his 
students for an additional year of learning.  
Reb Dovid noticed that something was opening in 
Moshe’s mind.
Suddenly he asked appropriate questions during 
learning, and answered questions appropriately.  His 
astonishment increased sevenfold when the teachers 
got together to discuss the students’ report cards.  
The staff was astonished when they realized the miracle 
that took place in Moshe’s mind.  
The English teacher put it well.  "It seems that Moshe’s 
brain has been injected with new brain cells.”   

"Abaye and Rava Helped Him"

"It seems that in shamayim they released the cork from 
his brain,” said the math teacher.   
Everyone agreed that it was as if Moshe was born with a 
new mind, 
a phenomenon they had never witnessed from the day 
they entered the world of education.   
Reb Dovid sat with Moshe, going over his report card, 
and re�ected Moshe’s tremendous progress in every 
area.  
Reb Dovid could not hold himself back from asking him 
the question that has been kept in his heart for some 
time, "How did this miracle happen?  Who opened the 
springs of wisdom for you?"  Upon hearing the question, 
Moshe burst into tears.  Reb Dovid feared that chas 
veshalom he hurt Moshe’s feelings, and he tried to 
appease him.   
A�er Moshe recovered from crying, and he could barely 
get a sentence out of his mouth.  He said,
"That's how I cried there ..." and a
er a moment he 
added, "By Abaye and Rava…”
Reb Dovid tensed.  A
er Moshe calmed down a bit, he 
shared his amazing story.
“During the Corona period, when we did not go to 
school, I traveled with my family to Kivrei Tzadikim.  
When we got to the cave of Abaye and Rava, and I saw 
their names engraved on the stones, I became extremely 
excited.   Abaye and Rava are buried here.  Time and time 
again I have tried so hard to understand their words, but 
I did not succeed.  
My family wanted to continue on the trip.  I asked my 
father to leave me here alone.  
We agreed that they would be back in about two hours 
to pick me up.
I was le� there alone with Abaye and Rava, and I burst 
into bitter tears.  I do not remember ever crying like 
that.  I cried out from the depths of my heart.  I talked 
to them like a person speaks to their friend.  
I said, “All I want is to understand your words.  To 
understand the questions, the answers, and the 
chidushim.”
I cried and I cried.
When my parents came to pick me up a
er two 
exhausting hours
of me crying and praying, they found me on the verge of 
fainting.  From then on, I feel like I have received a new 
mind.  Suddenly I understand not only the Gemara, but in 
all subjects, including the secular subjects.  My grades 
went up.  Suddenly I remember and fully understand the 
material.
"I put my hand on the shoulder of my talmid," says Reb 
Dovid, and I cried with him, but this time we cried from 
excitement and joy. I knew how true his words were.  
Moshe, too, admired the power of Te�llah, and became 
very attached to Te�llah.  
Suddenly he began to daven for friends who had 
experienced learning dif�culties like him, and other 
dif�culties.   
He also approached the yeshiva staff and asked that 
they enrich his knowledge with words from the 
chachamim on the power of Te�llah, and how even when 
the situation seems to be irreversible, Te�llah can open 
gates and change situations. 
The more he believed in the power of Te�llah, the more 
Moshe was moved by the effects of Te�llah. 
Even a
er Moshe’s grades improved signi�cantly, he was 

le
 with a trauma from the past, from the tests he took 
in the past, and experienced bitter failure.  
Before the English matriculation exam in the year 
  Moshe felt pressure and anxiety, even though he תשפ"א,
was adequately prepared for the test.  He poured out his 
heart to Reb Dovid, who suggested to him, "A
er all, who 
like you knows the power of Te�llah.  Daven to Hashem 
that you should succeed in the English exam.”
Moshe thought and accepted, and indeed prayed from 
the bottom of his heart that he would succeed on the 
exam.  
The day before the test, Moshe sat with the English 
teacher and memorized the material with him. The 
teacher noticed Moshe’s anxiety, and in an attempt to 
calm him down, 
obtained for him an old matriculation test from the year 
,תשע"ה
and together they practiced on this test the right 
questions and answers.
A
er a few days, Moshe approached Reb Dovid and 
happily updated him that
he was the �rst in the class to complete the test, and he 
received a hundred on the test!
Through hashgacha pratis, someone in the Ministry of 
Education decided to make a copy and paste of the test 
from תשע"ה, for the test for תשפ"א , so that the exam 
that Moshe took 
was identical to the test on which Moshe practiced with 
his teacher.  So it was no wonder that he �nished the 
test with great honors.
Moses received new energies; he davened, and against 
all predictions, and differently
from the rest of his brothers, he was tested and 
admitted to an excellent yeshivah.  There he continues to 
grow and shteig, excel in his studies, and add boundless 
goodness and blessing, like the words of the Zera 
Shimshon in our parsha: "That good comes upon those 
who do good,
the blessings bless those who are masters of them.”  
The Zera Shimshon uses this idea to answer the 
question, Why in our parsha does the passuk say: " ורדפו 
 Five-מכם חמשה מאה ומאה מכם רבבה ירדפו ונפלו איביכם
of you will pursue a hundred, and a hundred of you will 
pursue ten thousand, and your enemies will fall before 
you…”  but the Chumash states in the klalos in Parshas 
Haazinu, “אלף אחד  ירדוף   How can one chase a איכה 
thousand.”  Why are the amounts different?  
Even in our Parshah it would be appropriate to say that 
one of you will chase a thousand, and why does the 
passuk say that �ve of you will pursue a hundred?  Rashi 
answers that this passuk of �ve chasing a hundred is 
referring to people who are weak.    
On the other hand, the Zera Shimshon explains in another 
way: "Because these blessings
came in a miraculous way, above nature.  When Hashem 
showers his bounty on the world, there is no difference 
between the strong and the weak, and the blessing of 
Hashem brings more and more blessing, and the brachos 
bless those who are blessed, as is the nature of Hashem’s 
blessings.  Therefore, the passuk says, “Five of you will 
pursue a hundred,” and the brachos will multiply 
themselves, without any boundaries.  
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